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SCHOOLS - GIRRAWHEEN AREA 

5369. Hon Giz Watson to the Minister for Local Government representing the Minister for Education and 
Training 

Regarding the proposed amalgamations and closures of schools in the Girrawheen area, I ask -  

(1) What, if any, consultation with the Blackmore Primary School community was undertaken regarding 
the proposed amalgamation with Girrawheen Primary School? 

(2) I understand that the parents from the three other primary schools involved in the amalgamations in 
Girrawheen were all given surveys to fill out and allowed parent representatives on the consultation 
committee. Why were the Blackmore parents excluded from this process? 

(3) Why was the Girrawheen School chosen for the proposed amalgamation? 

(4) Was a detailed comparison of the two sites undertaken before the decision was made? 

(5) Have anticipated residential development trends been taken into account in making the decision? 

(6) Is the Minister concerned that there will be no school servicing the west of Girrawheen? 

(7) What is the longest distance that children would need to walk to school within the school intake area? 

(8) Is the Minister concerned that parents will send the Blackmore students to neighbouring schools rather 
than the proposed amalgamated school? 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH replied: 

1. The Local Area Education Planning (LAEP) process commenced in 2003 for the Girrawheen cluster of 
schools comprising of Blackmore, Girrawheen, Montrose, Hainsworth, Koondoola, Marangaroo and 
Rawlinson Primary Schools, Koondoola Intensive English Centre, Burbridge School and Montrose 
Education Support Centre. This process included representatives from each of the schools and their 
parent communities. 

The LAEP Drafting Committee developed a plan, comprising two stages. In part, Stage 1 related to the 
amalgamation of Hainsworth and Montrose PS and the building of a new school on the Montrose PS 
site, the upgrading of the facilities at Girrawheen PS and some other matters such as the transfer of the 
Year 7 students to Girrawheen SHS. Stage 2 related to the amalgamation of Blackmore PS and 
Girrawheen PS on the Girrawheen PS site when the enrolments declined at Blackmore PS.  

2. Consultation for Stage 1 of the plan for Girrawheen schools occurred in 2005 and as Blackmore 
Primary School was not part of Stage 1 there was no requirement for the school to be included. 

3. Girrawheen was chosen because of its geographic location in relation to other schools in the 
Girrawheen cluster and in consideration of the amalgamation of Hainsworth and Montrose Primary 
Schools on the Montrose PS site. 

4. As part of the original LAEP process both sites were considered. Since the announcement a more 
detailed facilities audit has been completed to assess each school. 

5. Initial planning considered the potential residential development in the local area. The Department will 
continue to monitor enrolment trends and the consequential impact on the accommodation needs of the 
school. 

6. Girrawheen was chosen because of its geographic location in relation to other schools in the 
Girrawheen cluster. An investigation of enrolment patterns at both schools indicates that less than 50% 
of students enrolled come from the schools' local intake area. 

7. The distance to be travelled is approximately 2.5 km. 

8. Parents have the right to choose which school their children attend. 
 


